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Marriage research and ritual design 
The boundaries of marriage are widening, how does the form of marriage 

develop, and how does the ceremony of marriage fulfill its function?

Marriage dilemma 

Background 

Individual uniqueness and free will are increasingly emphasized 
in contemporary society. 

 

Young people in the future will tend to choose different forms of 
close relationships, such as open relationships and bachelorism.  

For marriage, modern family development faces a contradictory 
dilemma-the contradiction between stability and real needs. The 
formation of a family recognizes 

the value of the individual

 more 
and more, and builds a family based on the emotional dependence 
of people. 

"Family or traditional marriage" is a sacred institution and a 
community of interests. This social trend makes its stability out of 
balance. Modern people's pursuit of marriage values is gradually 
diversified, and new marriage pursuits have not been defined to 
adapt to changes. This also makes contemporary young people 
feel at a loss in the choice of future marriage.

What is Marriage and ceremony 

Literature Review - Marriage development 

Miscegenation Communal marriage Dual marriage Allelomorph marriage Modern marriage Future marriage

Primitive society

Primitive humans cross-married 
unrestrictedly, and promiscuity 
in order to give birth to more 
children to ensure the 
continuation of mankind, it 
caused babies to get sick easily.

matriarchal clan society

People began to prohibit 
intermarriage between clans, 
and men or women of one clan 
must marry other clans 
collectively.

Women who have the right to 
reproductive rights are in 
charge of the power of the 
family. The initiative in 
marriage and mate selection 
belongs to women, and 
marriage is to satisfy fertility.

More personal will

Patriarchal society

A more stable farming and 
settlement life makes men 
dominate the marriage, and 
men can choose to combine 
with multiple women for the 
continuation of wealth.

Modern individuals are more 
independent. People can find 
partners according to their 
needs, but family factors are 
still being taken seriously.

Modern society

The rights of individuals in the marriage relationship transfer the dominance of marriage to each other with the strength of survival. 
Marriage has gone from serving mankind to society to serving the family. Perhaps the current trend is to serve the individuals in the marriage.  
This is a slow evolution from "group value" to "individual value".

What is Marriage and ceremony 

Literature Review 

Marriage Definition

“Human marriage is a kind of market behavior.”
Becker, 1981

For society, marriage is the custom, the ethics, the law. 
For the individual, marriage is about love, economics, family and more 
complex needs.

“Only a marriage that continues to maintain love is 
ethical.” Engels

“It is not good for that person to live alone, I will 
make a spouse for him to help him.” Bible

Know segmentation of couples 

User Research 

People who follow traditional marriage choices People who choice non-traditional marriage

Traditional men & women couple
Sexual minorities 

groups
Immaterial marriage: 
choose celibacy, marry 

with their own will 
extension, such as 
career, surfing, life

Non-human/objects 
marriage:  

like fetishes, like 
robots, Ai, Art 
sculpture, tree

Non-human/animal 
marriage  
Like pets… Pursue Equivalent 

exchange and mutual 
assurance 

Pursue relationship 
continuation, marriage 
is a milestone of love 

Due to family pressure 
or strong social 

discipline

They need the legal protection of the traditional marriage institution, and they also expect the ideal of a traditional wedding to be shared with their relatives and friends.

Insights  

They are not satisfied with the traditional marriage system, 
but they cannot change it. 

They expect their choices to be seen and recognized by the 
society, and then gradually change the social system. 

Most of them can only follow the traditional marriage 
ceremony, and some are also trying to change.

Marriage Line 



What is Marriage and ceremony 

Literature Review 

Marriage Ceremony Definition

Dreaming for women 
After the wedding, the life of the bride has changed more than that of the groom. She is 
responsible for a new family and children since then, her independent identity is concealed by 
another identity. So this ceremony was even used as a "means of reward”. 
Barbara Penner (2004) 
 
It’s a show for the rich 
Marriage is also considered a manifestation of knowledge and taste. This may be the form of 
modern use of marriage ceremonies. Only wealthy people can hold glorious and noble rituals. They 
distinguish themselves from other classes of people through behavior and behavior. 
Howard (2016  

Unconscious resistance 
The participants in the marriage ceremony are engaged in some kind of unconscious resistance, 
and the ceremony itself can also be regarded as "unconscious resistance" . 
Lewin (1998)

How to meet new needs 

Needs 

Core needs and Why ceremony  

People's pursuit of the value of marriage is more diversified, 
the boundaries of marriage options are broadened, and the 
duration of marriage is reflected by people.  

The meaning of traditional marriage is gradually unable to 
meet the demands of young people today, and the marriage 
system has been resisted to a certain extent.  

Marriage is no longer an eternal contract 
which loss of personal will. 

But the complete change of the traditional marriage system 

requires a long deduction.  

The ceremony can achieve a certain 
commitment to the individual, and it can also 
use its publicity to achieve "unconscious 

resistance". At the same time, there are 
ceremony and ritual blanks in non-traditional 
marriage choices.

Social challenges 

Non-traditional marriage choices are not fully 
accepted by society, and need to be seen and 
recognized by more people. They look forward to 
achieving social declarations and challenges through 
ceremonies.

Individual commitment 

Rituals are no longer a habitual continuation of 
meaningless "empty shells", but should help 
achieve promises and constraints at the social 
level, and achieve true meaning.

Relationship equality 

Traditional rituals are more centered on women 
(or groups considered to be disadvantaged), 
which results in inappropriate of symbolic 
meaning and ritual behavior.

Face the heart directly 

Traditional rituals are overly perceptual and 
impulsive, and the "lifetime commitment" appears 
insincere. Meanwhile, it does not encourage 
reflection, communication, and maintenance, which 
looks like an emotional bubble.

Experience principles  

What Design can do

New symbol choiceNew ritual DesignNew Ceremony

Rational, equal, open 
Participants co-hosted

Show and be watched 
Affirm in advance

How Ceremony can do 

Ceremony Concept 

This New Ceremony is defined as a rational, equal, and open ceremony, a 

celebration of a new starting point for feelings. It is not a process of "showing and 

being watched" with a "performance property", nor is it a show after the two 

parties have reached an affirmation in advance, but an interactive process 

constructed by all participants.

This will be a “non-romantic" but realistic wedding. This ceremony needs to balance and achieve 
"personal commitment" and "social declaration" at the same time.  

As the decisive moment of a relationship, it needs to help individuals reach their promises and affirmations, and at the same time be 
witnessed by relatives and friends.  
At the same time, this ceremony needs to be given the concept of "voice channel", which becomes a silent social announcement or 
even resistance. This will allow more people to understand their diverse choices. This will be the first step for the minority's choice to 
be accepted by the society, and then achieve the upward influence of culture. A more ideal situation is that in the future this will be 
affected by the social system. See and accept.

Goal

Concept

Ceremony

Rituals but not event planning 

Ritual Design 

Meaning 
Purpose 
Behavior

Guide

SPACE / Environment

PRODUCTSSYMBOL

How the participants interact

Invisible design Tangible design

Tangible designs are not certain Spaces and products, 
but these need to follow Ritual's designs. 
My followed display is express some possible forms.

Ritual Chapters

From ceremony to Rituals 

Ceremony Chapters 

Ceremony 

"personal commitment” 
"social declaration" 

Chapter1 
Confirm

Chapter2 
Begin

Chapter3 
Share

Meaning  
calm and fair decision, Public participation. 
Purpose  
Seeking self-affirmation and social cognition. 
Behavior  
With the participants ask questions, the couple walks towards each other 
from two equal distances.

Meaning  
Marriage is the opening of a new stage of relationships, but it is not 
a lazy choice once and for all. 
Purpose  
Encourage daily emotional maintenance and sincere communication. 
Behavior  
Together, the couple light the flames that symbolize the emotions after 
marriage and start the countdown to their married life.

Meaning  
Decentralize the wedding, every participant can participate equally. 
Purpose  
Provide more life-oriented inspiration for the development of couple's 
relationship. 
Behavior  
All participants share the story of their relationships and their views of marriage

Ritual Chapters Ritual DesignCeremony goal Graphical imagination

Design Process



Chapter 1  

Confirm 

In the "Confirm" Chapter, the ritual will be open, invite relatives, friends, and strangers who 
may be interested to participate. They will be asked to ask different questions to the married 
person, including the gray areas in the marriage, such as derailment, change of heart, and 
unmatched growth.  
(Perhaps in the future, as the ritual becomes more deeply rooted in the hearts of the people, 
some frequently mentioned questions will precipitate, such as whether you will choose to 
leave if the two parties enter different stages of life.)

Principles  

”reality” 

“openness" 

“interaction"

The married couple will stand at both ends of the space, and the 
distance is equal. Unknown questions help them reflect, from 
impulsiveness and excitement to reflection and calmness. This is 
not to stop the ceremony from continuing, or to try to block the 
marriage, but to ask different participants to constantly think about 
whether they really have to make a decision, and realize what 
marriage means to individuals and what they face .

The first Chapter is named "Confirm", which is a process of seeking self-affirmation. 

With continuous questioning, the couples will move from an equal 
distance relative position to each other. This is different from the 
“unequal” approach of the father holding his daughter’s hand to the 
groom in traditional weddings.  
With a stronger sense of self-choice, married couples can choose to 
go closer step by step and strengthen their choices under the 
stimulation of asking questions. You can also choose to stay away step 
by step, or not, or even turn around and leave.

Added Chapter 1  

Confirm 

If the marrying party is inhuman and immovable 
objects or creatures, or non-physical personal 
will, such as career and his second personality, 
the bride/groom needs to go a longer distance. 
Because this will be a tougher decision.

The space where Ceremony is held is not 
necessarily a symmetrical step. It may happen in 
a clearing in the village. A woman leads a red 
line step by step closer to her most dependable 
tree. Of course, this can also happen in a cozy 
living room wedding.



Chapter 2  

Begin 
“ The countdown has begun.

The second Chapter is named “Begin”. 
As a symbol, "flame" is used to imply the 
emotions that need to be maintained by both 
parties in marriage. The burning and decay of the 
fire show the warmth and coldness of the 
emotions in the marriage, and even disappear. 

After going through the last Chapter, the more 
determined couple came together and decided to 
enter the marriage. They lit the flames by 
touching.  
The behavior of Lighting the flame together, no 
matter what kind of product it is based on, its 
symbolic form will replace the action of 
exchanging rings. It means an unstable and non-
permanent emotional form.  
The flame device ignited in this Chapter will 
continue to be used in future life.

Principle: Start of the countdown

Added Chapter 2  

Feeling 

The flame will not burn forever, without the addition of fuel and firewood, the flame will 
gradually decay and dim over time.  
Whenever married couples feel the positive feedback that the other party brings to 
themselves, or experience the warming of their daily feelings, they can stroke it lightly, just 
like "inject fuel" into the flame, and the fire will burn more intensely. The parties involved in a 
marriage will see through the flames more clearly whether their feelings are still tender. This 
ritual reminds the feelings that they need to be maintained with heart and sincerely face the 
changes of both parties.

Added Chapter 2  

Feeling 

Marriage is not a stable choice once and for all, or a lazy choice, and the 
complexity of feelings is beyond the understanding of outsiders. When 
the flame goes out, the married couple will need to rethink the 
relationship they are in. They or He/she need to rethink whether the 
relationship needs to be "rekindled". The feeling of "extinguishing" no 
longer rekindles does not indicate that the separation is a tragedy and a 
funeral. Good relationship does not have a sample of a perfect ending.

“ We need to talk …

Added Chapter 2  

Feeling 

(This is not limited to this device. There may be more products that can meet similar values, or it may be something that both parties carry with them.)

The projected fire light implies the state of emotion.

Lighting Burning Feeding Disappearing



Chapter 3  

Share 

The third Chapter is named “Share”. 
The married couple will share their stories, and then 
invite other participants who are willing to share to tell 
their marriage stories.  

The important thing is that the married person is not 
exactly the eternal center of Ceremony, nor is it a 
performer standing on a high platform. "Ritual of 
Share" requires all participants to sit lower and closer, 
and all participants will sit at the same height. They get 
closer, share stories, opinions, blessings, or even 
disapproval. It is hoped that this kind of sharing will 
inspire the married couple to have a better life, and the 
whole ceremony will end with the end of the stories.

Principles: 

”sincerity” 

"same height"

Whole ceremony with three rituals

 

Journey 

 

ShareBeginConfirm

Emotional curve

Chapters
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Marriage research and ritual design 
The boundaries of marriage are widening, how does the form of marriage 

develop, and how does the ceremony of marriage fulfill its function?

Summative component 2

Thanks for watching. 

The whole ceremony will first extinguish the impulse of the couple. This is not an attempt to stop it, but to help achieve a more real promise. A more deter-
mined couple will come together. This is the emotional high point of the ceremony, and their rebellious promise is witnessed by the public. In the end, 
there will be relatively calm communication. We expect all couples to reach their own social challenge. The whole ceremony expects that non-traditional 
choosers should also be more open and tolerant, so that their choice is not a small carnival, nor is it hiding in the shadows, so that their choices will be 
gradually seen and accepted.


