


Ellen Blair is a Queer photographer from Northern Ireland. Her series, ‘Spec-
trum’,  which takes the form of  an interactive website and can be viewed at 
https://ellenblairspectrum.com/, is about chosen families within the LGBTQ+ 
community. A separate sense of  family and community outside their biological 
one is incredibly important for many people who belong to the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity as they can be misunderstood or rejected by their biological families and 
society. Safe spaces are therefore important in terms of  a way of  finding ac-
ceptance, understanding and a place to learn and grow as our authentic selves. 
This work focuses on Queer joy and portrays an insight into the intimacy and 
friendship involved in these chosen families. It subverts societal ideas of  family 
and kinship through reappropriation of  the family album, questioning construc-
tions of  family such as the idealised nuclear, blood family often portrayed in the 
traditional family album. Participants literally speak for themselves, express-
ing how they would like their stories to be portrayed by reading aloud letters 
they have written to eachother in their own voices, these can be listened to at 
https://ellenblairspectrum.com/. Ideas of  colour and light in relation to the sci-
entific term spectrum, which describes the rainbow of  colours produced when 
light passes through a prism, are used as a motif  to explore the transcension of  
boundaries. As the term spectrum relates to an opening up of  boundaries and 
goes against the description of  one thing, so too does the idea of  a chosen fam-
ily, which transcends identities, cities and physical spaces.
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Exhibitions

March 2020 - ‘Woolgathering’ screenprint exhibition, The Peanut Gallery, Edin-
burgh
May 2019 - ‘Play’ Exhibition, Bedlam Theatre, Edinburgh.
June 2019 - ‘Filling Voids’ Edinburgh College of  Art 2nd Year Exhibition
February 2019 - Queer Arts Collective exhibition, Edinburgh College of  Art
June 2018 - Leeds Arts University foundation show

Publications

Featured in “Shy Van Vocht” by Shy Bairns Get Nowt, 2020
Featured in “Lonely Christmas” by lonelyboyzines, 2020
“Luna” - Self  Published, 2020
“Come Out or We’ll Drag You Out” - Self  published, 2018




















