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AM I THE 
WASTELAND?

Impermanence, digital scan from 120 colour negative, 2021



As a photographer operating in the environmental humanities, my practice adopts a phenomenological approach to the study of landscape, examining 
ecological concerns raised within the Anthropocene. To identify, recognise and convey the harmful legacy of fossil fuels on the environment, I combine 
experimental photography with science and ecology to construct new representations of landscape. Nominated for the international Kyotographie KG+ 
Award in 2018, my imagery is influenced by Japanese aesthetics, adopting a subtle, minimalist, and contemplative aesthetic.

Raised in the mining county of Fife, my interests include cultural landscapes affected by coastal erosion and sea-level rise, soil contamination by heavy 
metals, and the displacement of non-human habitats due to extractive activities.

My current project analyses the industrial waste landscape of the former Michael Colliery site along the Fife coastline. The work investigates how perceived 
fragments of waste that once shaped our social and cultural heritage now provide sheltered habitats for non-human species. Reimagining brownfield sites 
as places of possibility, I challenge preconceptions of wastelands as neglected sites by exploring the liminal space between ecological contamination and 
resurgence.

Implementing a new materialist approach, my research develops alternative cartographies that promote multispecies entanglements. To explore ecological 
and industrial activities, I combine photographic fieldwork with camera-less imagery to investigate ideas of livingness in subterranean environments.
Working with site-specific materials, I analyse the earth as an active material, providing deeper insight into contaminated lands.
  
To break notions of human exceptionality, I collaborate with nature to decentre the artist, making photographic works that record and mimic the effects of 
anthropogenic climate change. Recognising the landscape as a sentient being, I explore what I refer to as the scarring, healing and perpetual bleeding of 
post-industrial landscapes. 

website: https://cargocollective.com/scotthunter
email: schuart@icloud.com

ARTIST STATEMENT

https://cargocollective.com/scotthunter


Sunk in 1895, Michael Colliery was the most significant producer of Sunk in 1895, Michael Colliery was the most significant producer of 
coal in Scotland. At its peak, the pit employed over 3,000 workers but coal in Scotland. At its peak, the pit employed over 3,000 workers but 
ceased operation after a fatal fire in 1967. Demolition of the remaining ceased operation after a fatal fire in 1967. Demolition of the remaining 
structures took place in 2001, yet the legacy of the colliery lives on in structures took place in 2001, yet the legacy of the colliery lives on in 
the former spoil tip, colloquially known as the bing. the former spoil tip, colloquially known as the bing. 

Nature has reclaimed the surrounding area above the spoil heap, Nature has reclaimed the surrounding area above the spoil heap, 
which forms part of the Fife Coastal Path, establishing well-developed which forms part of the Fife Coastal Path, establishing well-developed 
symbiotic relationships. symbiotic relationships. 

Despite optimistic signs of regeneration, the bing is prone to landslides Despite optimistic signs of regeneration, the bing is prone to landslides 
and coastal erosion with newly formed mounds of rubble frequently and coastal erosion with newly formed mounds of rubble frequently 
accumulating at the shore edge. The most significant contaminant is accumulating at the shore edge. The most significant contaminant is 
acid mine drainage, an irreversible geological marker of human agency acid mine drainage, an irreversible geological marker of human agency 
over the environment, caused by the oxidation of iron particles in the over the environment, caused by the oxidation of iron particles in the 
spoil material. spoil material. 
  
Rainfall and moisture from the sea accelerate the oxidation process Rainfall and moisture from the sea accelerate the oxidation process 
with runoff acidifying waterways, contributing to reduced invertebrates, with runoff acidifying waterways, contributing to reduced invertebrates, 
fish mortalities, and the loss of spawning gravels. Void of ecological fish mortalities, and the loss of spawning gravels. Void of ecological 
diversity, a barren strip from the foot of the waste material extends to diversity, a barren strip from the foot of the waste material extends to 
the intertidal zone where land meets the sea. the intertidal zone where land meets the sea. 

In this project, I explore iron as a mineral, contaminant, and image-In this project, I explore iron as a mineral, contaminant, and image-
maker.maker.

PROJECT BACKGROUND

Collapse, digital scan from 120 colour negative, 2021



PRECIPITATION 
A Blueprint Of Our Future?

Accompanying sea level rise and coastal erosion, rainfall in Scotland has Accompanying sea level rise and coastal erosion, rainfall in Scotland has 
increased to 13% above average, holding agency over the bing and its immediate increased to 13% above average, holding agency over the bing and its immediate 
landscape. Investigations regarding the science behind acid mine drainage reveal landscape. Investigations regarding the science behind acid mine drainage reveal 
it to be an inversion of the iron-based cyanotype printing process. it to be an inversion of the iron-based cyanotype printing process. 

Acid Mine Drainage process: Ferrous to Ferric (iron oxidation)Acid Mine Drainage process: Ferrous to Ferric (iron oxidation)
Cyanotype Printing process: Ferric to Ferrous (iron reduction)Cyanotype Printing process: Ferric to Ferrous (iron reduction)

Using a camera-less procedure, light exposes the photosensitive chemicals while Using a camera-less procedure, light exposes the photosensitive chemicals while 
the rainfall simultaneously initiates the fixing process. Mimicking ecological activity the rainfall simultaneously initiates the fixing process. Mimicking ecological activity 
in the landscape, the works continually react and evolve as each print captures a in the landscape, the works continually react and evolve as each print captures a 
photographic documentation of light and precipitation over several hours.photographic documentation of light and precipitation over several hours.

Can experimental photography play a pivotal role in recording the effects of global Can experimental photography play a pivotal role in recording the effects of global 
warming?warming?

Full series available on website:
http://cargocollective.com/scotthunter/Precipitation http://cargocollective.com/scotthunter/Precipitation 
  
  
  Rain#9, 2021, 33.1 x 23.4 inches, 300 minute exposure, cyanotype on paper

http://cargocollective.com/scotthunter/Precipitation


Rain#6, 2021, 33.1 x 23.4 inches, 60 minute exposure, cyanotype on paperRain#7, 2021, 33.1 x 23.4 inches, 480 minute exposure, cyanotype on paper



ENTROPY
Redox Reactions

Research into the chemical reactions occurring in disused spoil tips from coal 
mining explores links between photography and industrial activities. Observing 
that metals within extracted rocks are routinely used in photography and 
printmaking, I reduce both practices down to elements and compounds.  
 
After retrieving minewater ochre(iron oxide), a by-product of acid mine drainage, 
from Frances minewater treatment scheme(MWTS). I add copper sulphate, zinc, 
aluminium, titanium dioxide into cyanotype solution to investigate their chemical 
interactions and reactions onto paper.

The artworks remain in flux, evolving through time as the chemicals respond to 
each other and atmospheric changes.  

Working directly with raw materials narrows the space between the photographic 
image and non-visible earth processes. As the liquids mingle and separate, the 
works simulate the unpredictability and complexity of contaminated landscapes. 
 
Full series available on website: 
https://cargocollective.com/scotthunter/Redox-Reactions 
 
Timelapse video documenting process:
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/552874586

Entropy#9, activated 4/2021; photographed 5/2021, 33.1 x 23.4 inches, 
Copper sulphate, zinc, iron oxide,sodium chloride, citric acid, aluminium, titanium 
dioxide, ferric ammonium citrate and potassium ferricyanide on paper  

https://cargocollective.com/scotthunter/Redox-Reactions
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/552874586


Entropy#7, activated 4/2021; photographed 5/2021, 33.1 x 23.4 inches,  
Copper sulphate, zinc, iron oxide,sodium chloride, ferric ammonium citrate, 
potassium ferricyanide on paper

Entropy#5, activated 3/2021; photographed 5/2021, 33.1 x 23.4 inches,  
Copper sulphate, zinc, iron oxide,sodium chloride, ferric ammonium citrate, 
potassium ferricyanide on paper



Entropy#4, activated 3/2021; photographed 5/2021, 33.1 x 23.4 inches,  
Copper sulphate, zinc, iron oxide,sodium chloride, ferric ammonium citrate, 
potassium ferricyanide on paper 

Entropy#8, activated 3/2021; photographed 5/2021, 33.1 x 23.4 inches, 
Copper sulphate, zinc, iron oxide,sodium chloride, citric acid, aluminium, titanium 
dioxide, ferric ammonium citrate, potassium ferricyanide on paper 



Initially developed by the Russian botanist Mikhail Tsvet, soil chromatography Initially developed by the Russian botanist Mikhail Tsvet, soil chromatography 
is a photographic process that indicates the chemical, physical and biological is a photographic process that indicates the chemical, physical and biological 
characteristics of the earth. Utilised by farmers, the hues, patterns, and textures characteristics of the earth. Utilised by farmers, the hues, patterns, and textures 
provide an overview of each soil’s vitality and health. provide an overview of each soil’s vitality and health. 

When we speak about entanglements, the land beneath our feet is frequently When we speak about entanglements, the land beneath our feet is frequently 
overlooked. Studying mining and underground tunnels, I felt it important to overlooked. Studying mining and underground tunnels, I felt it important to 
represent the landscape volumetrically. represent the landscape volumetrically. 

Exploring Donna Haraway’s notion of “art-science activisms,” I retrieved samples Exploring Donna Haraway’s notion of “art-science activisms,” I retrieved samples 
from locations showing signs of recovery around the former colliery site; the top from locations showing signs of recovery around the former colliery site; the top 
of the Bing, modest woodland areas, and former rail tracks.of the Bing, modest woodland areas, and former rail tracks.
  
These ‘pictographs’ of earth processes, vary in their characteristics depending These ‘pictographs’ of earth processes, vary in their characteristics depending 
on soil quality. There are three distinct zones indicative of mineral, carbon, and on soil quality. There are three distinct zones indicative of mineral, carbon, and 
humus content. Separate zones with little interactions symbolise poorer quality humus content. Separate zones with little interactions symbolise poorer quality 
soils, while more complex patterns signify soils of a higher grade.soils, while more complex patterns signify soils of a higher grade.

When displayed alongside photographs from the site they were retrieved from, When displayed alongside photographs from the site they were retrieved from, 
chromatograms benefit from the opinion that science and analogue photography chromatograms benefit from the opinion that science and analogue photography 
are regarded by some as absolute truths. are regarded by some as absolute truths. 
  

Full series of chromatograms available to view on website:Full series of chromatograms available to view on website:
https://cargocollective.com/scotthunter/Soil-Chromatography

SOIL CHROMATOGRAPHY

Butterbur hill/ former worksButterbur hill/ former works, sample retrieved  4/4//2021, digitally scanned 2/5/2021,, sample retrieved  4/4//2021, digitally scanned 2/5/2021,
Silver nitrate, soil, sodium hydroxide on laboratory filter paperSilver nitrate, soil, sodium hydroxide on laboratory filter paper

https://cargocollective.com/scotthunter/Soil-Chromatography


Former water storage tanks,Former water storage tanks, sample retrieved  3/3/2021, digitally scanned 2/5/2021,  sample retrieved  3/3/2021, digitally scanned 2/5/2021, 
Silver nitrate, soil, sodium hydroxide on laboratory filter paperSilver nitrate, soil, sodium hydroxide on laboratory filter paper

Former water storage tanks, Former water storage tanks, digital scan from 120 colour negative, 2020



Former railway tracksFormer railway tracks sample retrieved  4/4/2021, digitally scanned 2/5/2021,  sample retrieved  4/4/2021, digitally scanned 2/5/2021, 
Silver nitrate, soil, sodium hydroxide on laboratory filter paperSilver nitrate, soil, sodium hydroxide on laboratory filter paper

Former railway tracks, Former railway tracks, digital scan from 120 colour negative, 2020



Chromatogram triptych 2021, each 7 x 7 inches, Silver nitrate, soil, sodium hydroxide on laboratory filter paper, reclaimed plexiglass, Chromatogram triptych 2021, each 7 x 7 inches, Silver nitrate, soil, sodium hydroxide on laboratory filter paper, reclaimed plexiglass, 
Installation view at Sealoft Studios 18/5/2021Installation view at Sealoft Studios 18/5/2021



Photographs from my fieldwork during the academic year construct a Photographs from my fieldwork during the academic year construct a 
photobook designed for printed publication. Adopting a poetic engagement photobook designed for printed publication. Adopting a poetic engagement 
with the landscape, the images are a series of meditations exploring notions with the landscape, the images are a series of meditations exploring notions 
of co-existence, ephemerality and emergence from ruination. Careful of co-existence, ephemerality and emergence from ruination. Careful 
consideration is given to the selection and sequencing of the images to consideration is given to the selection and sequencing of the images to 
construct a photographic narrative. Canadian composer and poet Stanford construct a photographic narrative. Canadian composer and poet Stanford 
Cheung provides the stanzas interspersed throughout the publication.Cheung provides the stanzas interspersed throughout the publication.

The emotional and physical feel of the book is of notable attention. To replicate The emotional and physical feel of the book is of notable attention. To replicate 
colours in their truest form, I printed selected spreads on lightweight Japanese colours in their truest form, I printed selected spreads on lightweight Japanese 
washi paper for its soft colour reproduction and textural quality.washi paper for its soft colour reproduction and textural quality.

Digital version of the photobook:Digital version of the photobook:
https://indd.adobe.com/view/ebce012e-3904-4a87-ad42-2402b8fd654a https://indd.adobe.com/view/ebce012e-3904-4a87-ad42-2402b8fd654a 

Selected images on website:Selected images on website:
http://cargocollective.com/scotthunter/East-Wemysshttp://cargocollective.com/scotthunter/East-Wemyss

PHOTOBOOK PROJECT

Collaboration, digital scan from 120 colour negative, 2021

https://indd.adobe.com/view/ebce012e-3904-4a87-ad42-2402b8fd654a
http://cargocollective.com/scotthunter/East-Wemyss


Test prints of selected double spreads, 2021, 8.3 x 11.7 inches, on Japanese washi paperTest prints of selected double spreads, 2021, 8.3 x 11.7 inches, on Japanese washi paper



For distributing the work, I propose installing the project in a derelict industrial unit.

Cyanotype prints from the ‘Precipitation’ series are hung from the ceiling as vertical scrolls in 
series with a rectangular perspex box underneath containing iron oxide retrieved from the site.   

Redox reaction prints from the ‘Entropy’ series are mounted onto plywood and hung on 
the opposite wall in series. On the floor, I propose printing enlarged soil chromatograms on 
translucent paper and displaying them in a rectangular lightbox with the same dimensions as the 
perspex box.

A two-channel slideshow displaying images from the ‘The Bing’ photobook will be projected side-
by-side onto adjacent walls. Both slideshows are looped at different lengths, enabling the image 
combinations to continually change offering each viewer a unique experience.

EXHIBITION PROPOSAL

Photobook displayed as two-channel slideshowDigital representations of proposed installation



YUGEN (with Reiko Yagi)

Influenced by Zen design principles and philosophy, Reiko Yagi and Scott Hunter explore the Influenced by Zen design principles and philosophy, Reiko Yagi and Scott Hunter explore the 
attitude of detached contemplation and the experience of hidden depth through meditation.attitude of detached contemplation and the experience of hidden depth through meditation.

Set in Myoken-Ji temple in Northern Kyoto, the exhibition creates a peaceful equilibrium where Set in Myoken-Ji temple in Northern Kyoto, the exhibition creates a peaceful equilibrium where 
the natural world is seen as a dynamic whole to be appreciated and admired. Both artists believe the natural world is seen as a dynamic whole to be appreciated and admired. Both artists believe 
reality is like water- It is fluid, transient and ever-changing. The installation includes the use of reality is like water- It is fluid, transient and ever-changing. The installation includes the use of 
transparent water boxes and accordion style frames inspired by Shoji screens. transparent water boxes and accordion style frames inspired by Shoji screens. 

Exhibited in Kyoto as part of the international Kyotographie KG+ 2019 festival. Exhibited in Kyoto as part of the international Kyotographie KG+ 2019 festival. 

More information available on my website:More information available on my website:
https://cargocollective.com/scotthunter/Yugen-with-Reiko-Yagihttps://cargocollective.com/scotthunter/Yugen-with-Reiko-Yagi  
  

SELECTED COLLABORATIONS

https://cargocollective.com/scotthunter/Yugen-with-Reiko-Yagi


UNDERGROWTH (with Joanne Matthews)

Research studies into the temporal dynamics of photosynthetic activity in plant species with intrinsic links to temperature are proving pivotal in observing ecological responses concerning climate Research studies into the temporal dynamics of photosynthetic activity in plant species with intrinsic links to temperature are proving pivotal in observing ecological responses concerning climate 
change. Intrigued by shifting events within ecosystems, a 4-minute video records sunlight as it slowly disappears in the Black Wood of Rannoch. By confronting the audience with the slowness of change. Intrigued by shifting events within ecosystems, a 4-minute video records sunlight as it slowly disappears in the Black Wood of Rannoch. By confronting the audience with the slowness of 
real-time, the film takes the appearance of a photograph such is the subtlety of its movement. Conceptual artist Joanne Matthews’ accompanying sound recording (from inside a bog) increases real-time, the film takes the appearance of a photograph such is the subtlety of its movement. Conceptual artist Joanne Matthews’ accompanying sound recording (from inside a bog) increases 
in volume as the light fades, emphasising underground networks and mycorrhizal activity. Designed for cinematic viewing, the piece was adapted for Tent Gallery within, a bespoke minimal in volume as the light fades, emphasising underground networks and mycorrhizal activity. Designed for cinematic viewing, the piece was adapted for Tent Gallery within, a bespoke minimal 
installation offering an antidote to the fast-paced outside environment of West Port in Edinburgh, where the gallery is situated.installation offering an antidote to the fast-paced outside environment of West Port in Edinburgh, where the gallery is situated.

Full-length video can be viewed using the following link and password: https://vimeo.com/378104108 
Password: HunterMatthews2019 (headphones advised)

Above: Installation view, Tent gallery, December 2019Above: Installation view, Tent gallery, December 2019
Left:  Triptych from film stillsLeft:  Triptych from film stills

https://vimeo.com/378104108


Upcoming Exhibitions:
 
2021 ‘Distance’ group show, Art Spot Korin, Kyoto, Japan (co-curating with Masa Kawanaka)

2021 ‘Without Borders’, (artist book project), Elysium Gallery, Swansea, UK
 
2021 ‘To a Disappeared Pleiad’, (multimedia installation), Kin Experience, Montreal, Canada 

Solo Exhibitions:

2018 ‘Coast Along’ Vol.3, KG+ Award, Art Spot Korin, Kyoto, Japan.

2017 ‘Coast Along’ Vol.2, Lochgelly Centre, Lochgelly, UK.

2017 ‘Coast Along’ Vol.2, Rothes Halls, Glenrothes, UK.

2016 ‘Coast Along’ Vol.1, Adam Smith Theatre, Kirkcaldy, UK. 

Group Exhibitions: 
 
2021 ‘Confluence’ film screening (with Ana Parrodi), Paréntesis, Puebla, Mexico 
 
2020 ’Imagining an Island’, Taigh Chearsabagh, North Uist, UK (3 works selected)
 
2019 ‘Envelop’, (with Joanne Matthews), Tent Gallery, Edinburgh, UK.

2019 ‘By Leaves We Live’, Tent Gallery, Edinburgh, UK.

2019 ‘Yugen’, (with Reiko Yagi), KG+, Myoken-ji Temple, Kyoto, Japan.

2019 ‘RAIEC 2019’, Tokyo Institute of Photography, Tokyo, Japan.

2018 ‘Mirage One’, Mirage Gallery, Kobe, Japan.

 
 

Festivals/ Residencies:

2019 Kyotographie International Photo Festival, KG+, Kyoto, Japan.

2018 Mt.Rokko International Photo Festival, Kobe, Japan.

2018 Kyotographie International Photo Festival, KG+, Kyoto, Japan.
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2019 ‘Coast Along’ feature, Kaltblut Magazine, Berlin.

2019 ‘We Could Be Anything’, Crevasse Books, Japan.

2013  ‘Exposure’, SeeMe & PDN.

2013  ‘One Life’, SeeMe & PDN.

Social media: 
 
Instagram: 
https://www.instagram.com/scott_hunter_artist/ 

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/ScottHunterArtist/ 
 
 

Contact: 
 
email:      schuart@icloud.com
 
website:  https://cargocollective.com/scotthunter
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