
I’m an artist, researcher and producer based at Rhubaba in Edinburgh, 
working collaboratively across performance, audio, video, installation 
and drawing. I conduct continual embodied fieldwork and tune in 
to the constant becoming of places and ecologies, creating gestural 
works of art. 

My artworks have ranged from performance scores mapping the 
movements of birds, to a multi-channel sound installation communicat-
ing with a dying starfish travelling through space, to a short comedic 
film about the violence of mowing the lawn. I’m interested in leaning 
into and finding hope in, the darkness of the ecological crisis and the 
inseparable links between nature and culture. My work is intimate, 
and I open myself up to be vulnerable with the rest of nature through 
radical interventions.

At the core of my studio practice, is a thirst for peer learning and 
collaboration on varying levels of engagement with other artists and 
beings as with the Singing to the Seaweed EP, 2021. I also facilitate 
artist-led research groups for collective learning. From 2018-19 I set 
up and co-facilitated a research group Art is Action (Do It Together) at 
Somerset House Studios, a social practice research group led by UK 
based artists and producers.

Since 2010 I have worked with farmers and growers, activists and art-
ists as well as art spaces and institutions. My film When are you going 
to cut the grass?, 2020 is to be screened at IUCN World Conserva-
tion Conference 2021 (Marseille); Wild Philosophy, 2018 took place 
at Capel y Craig, commissioned by Chapter Arts Centre (Cardiff) and 
LADA (London). And as a producer I’ve led projects for 2 Degrees Fes-
tival, 2017 at Artsadmin (London), Unlimited, 2018 (London) and Into 
the Wild, 2016 at Somerset House Studios (London).

Sound is becoming central to my practice. Through a process of field 
recording, improvising vocal sounds and editing I create resonances 
carrying energies and psychologies of place. I draw on influences from 
music and gothic sound art from the likes of Pauline Anna Strom, Holly 
Herndon and Mica Levi. 

Meandering through Ecological Intimacy, 2021 is an audio essay I 
created, detailing an approach to ecological intimacy amidst the right-
wing government lock-down, exploring meandering and queer meth-
odologies in sound art, weaving field work and case studies. 

Listen on Soundcloud (13mins): 
https://soundcloud.com/jojo-matthews-art/meander-
ing-through-ecological-intimacy
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SELECTED VIDEO WORKS JOANNE MATTHEWS

When are you going to cut the grass?
2020
3mins 03sec

With precise, comedic, performance and a perpet-
ual mechanical soundtrack, When are you going to 
cut the grass? satirises actions of control in the 
garden, situated in a world where things aren’t 
quite what they seem. A collaboration with 
Hsin-Yi Wang. To be screened Sept 2021 at the 
IUCN World Conservation Conference in Marseille.

Watch on vimeo:
https://vimeo.com/410659713



Bog Intimacies 
2020
1mins 08 secs
Shot using 4K Olympus Stylus tracker. Part of the 
research project “Bog Intimacies”. Can we slip 
through the edge between the human body and 
the landscape? This film guides the viewer through 
a peat bog, shifting the landscape 180° offering an 
intimate perspective.
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Watch on vimeo:
https://vimeo.com/412780152



COLLABORATION SERIES
‘Collaboration’ works were created after hours of 
bird-watching in Johnstone Terrace Wildlife Garden 
and drawn as performance scores, meditations on 
avian time.

Right: Collaboration (with a Robin)
2019
A temporary performance score mapping the 
movements of a Robin, drawn on to the glass 
window of the gallery. 

Exhibited at Tent Gallery, Edinburgh as part of By 
Leaves We Live, a group show, November 2019

Left & above: 
Collaboration: Periparus Ater
2020
A series of 6 drawings each capturing 5 minutes of movement of the 
common Coal Tit, created during hours of bird-watching from inside 
the glasshouse in the garden. Exhibited at Johnstone Terrace Wildlife 
Garden, Edinburgh, as part of A Continuation of Autumn, a group show, 
March 2020
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THE SHAPE OF DOOM
2021
Dip pen and ink drawing series

Over the past year I have experienced an 
overwhelming sense of doom. These diaristic 
works are a playful attempt to bring a shape to 
doom and tap into my ongoing enquiring into 
connecting with spectres.

The following 2 works have been selected from 38 
drawings and would be exhibited as shown.

For more drawings visit my website:
https://www.jojomatthews.art/drawing
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WILD PHILOSOPHY
2018

I conceived and facilitated Wild Philosophy: Raving, 
Running, Reading. Permaculture design was used 
as a tool to fuse together communal living, raving, 
walking, deep listening, being naked and punk 
approaches to reading. The activities deliberately 
worked at intersections and edges to find ways of 
living an creating with intensity and vulnerability.

The weekend was somewhere between a residency 
and a countryside retreat and took place in a 
converted chapel (Capel y Graig) in the 
Snowdonia National Park in Wales. Over the course 
of a weekend (Friday evening to Monday morning), 
seven women shared a house, a chapel and cooked 
communal meals. The DIY included experiments in 
radical listening, naked rambling, collaborative life 
drawing and accessing sensuality, raving, subvert-
ing hierarchies and reading female philosophers 
and theorists.

The retreat took place at Capel y Graig and was 
developed out of the Live Art Development Agen-
cy’s DIY programme of professional development 
for artists and supported by Chapter Arts Centre.

For more information, playlists, zine and read-
ing visit my website:
https://www.jojomatthews.art/wild-philosophy
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2020-

Murky Horizons (2019-), is an interdisciplinary 
and expansive research project where I use 
deep listening, walks, field recordings and 
Speculative Fabulation. Engaging with my local 
beach, Wardie Bay in North Edinburgh which is 
predicted to be underwater by 2050, I am work-
ing with a landscape that has a time limit - it’s a 
drowning beach. 

This research encompasses 4 key works:
Cosmological Starfish  – sound installation
Singing to the Seaweed – a graphic score and 4 
track compilation 
A Drowning Beach – an audio visual installation
A Drowning Out  – digital photogprahy series

Murky Horizons: A Drowning Beach
11min sound installation played on loop.

A poem and performative audio piece comprising collected field recordings, 
spoken word and site-responsive singing.

AUDIO PERFORMANCE CHAPTERS:
A softening of the rocks / Seabird interlude / Murky Horizons / I am covered in 
salt / Gasping for breath interlude / A Drowning Out / Singing to the seaweed

MURKY HORIZONS JOANNE MATTHEWS

Listen to the audio performance on Soundcloud: 
https://soundcloud.com/jojo-matthews-art/murky-horizons

Installation proposal

https://soundcloud.com/jojo-matthews-art/murky-horizons


Cosmological Starfish
2021
15min 5 channel sound installation played on loop

The starting point for this work is the question, 
‘What sound does a dying starfish make?’ Cosmo-
logical Starfish is a sound piece that pays homage 
to Not I (1973) by Samuel Becket by tapping into 
subconsciouses with whispering streams of sound, 
played out in ritualised loop. The work is a jour-
ney, a dialogue between a starfish, a human and 
a beach, expanding simultaneously in and out of 
time and space. 

When played across 5 speakers, the sounds chase 
each other, coming together in moments of clarity 
and then dispersing. 

The creation of this work has been supported by a 
residency at The Burnished at Bamff Eco Tourism in 
Perthshire.

Right: Installation proposal

Listen to a stereo version of the work soundcloud: https://soundcloud.com/
jojo-matthews-art/cosmological-starfish-full-length-stereo-version
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Singing to the seaweed
2021

Collaged score: Digital photograph, ink on tracing 
paper
EP compilation by various artists

Inspired by the open-source spirit of ‘Women’s 
Work’, a publication by seminal female sound 
artists from the mid-70s. This is a collection of 
responses to a collaged score (pictured) created 
for and with a drowning beach. Invited artists have 
made these sound works as intuitive reactions, re-
imagining an eerie and unpredictable landscape.

The score is a visualisation of the original sound 
work (track 3) which was created after a deep 
listening session in sea haar and site-responsive 
singing on a harbour wall.

The work is part of Murky Horizons.

Listen on Bandcamp:
https://joannematthews.bandcamp.com/
releases

TRACK LISTING

1. Nicholas Escobar - Singing to the Seaweed
2. Ewan Pearce and Ezra Berrnico - A shell inside a shell
3. Joanne Matthews - Singing to the Seaweed
4. Joe Coghill - Cuppa
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A Drowning Out
2020
Digital photography series

A series of 8 digital photographs documenting the 
disappearing beach at Wardie Bay. These are flex-
ible in how they are to be exhibitied, I have used 
them in other artworks and can also present them 
as stand-alone images.
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UNDERGROWTH
2019
Audio visual installation 4.25min

A collaborative study of the dynamics of temporal 
ecology in the Black Woods of Rannoch, Perthshire, 
created after fieldwork in the forest, with artist 
Scott Hunter. Scott’s video captures subtle light 
moving across the forest floor, whilst my sound de-
sign slowly rumbles and undulates, amplifying the 
vibrations of a fizzing bog. 

Exhibited at Tent Gallery, Edinburgh, 2019 as part 
of group show Envelop.

Watch and listen on vimeo:
https://vimeo.com/378104108
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