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Urbanization is one of the most intensive forms of landscape and habitat transformation, resulting in loss of species and taxonomic and functional homogenization of different communities.Glasgow is a city with a high degree of 

urbanization. In the city of Glasgow, especially in the central area, the dense urban fabric dominated by commercial buildings and residential areas has become the urban context of Glasgow.If we look at the open space distribution 

map of Glasgow, we can see that the open space in the city centre is fragmented and small, in large quantity but of low quality.Of course, we know that we should reactivate these broken green Spaces to increase the environmental, 

social and economic benefits of the city, but how to transform these various small public Spaces is also a common problem for everyone.
My design intention was to explore changing these small public Spaces by creating small bird-friendly Spaces.From the perspective of human beings, birds are the most common wildlife in cities. Compared with other wild animals, birds 

are highly ornamental and have a long history of interaction with human beings.If birds are used as actors to create and attract citizens to go out of their homes and visit the public space, it can bring vitality and dynamism to the green 

space.From the perspective of birds, large contiguous habitats and green corridors are of course important and indispensable, but these numerous small public Spaces are rare green resources in dense urban buildings.These green 

fragments imbedded in an urban matrix can serve as movement corridors and stepping stones for different bird species. It is important for birds, other wildlife, and people to make efforts to protect habitats close to human habitation 

and to bring birds to the places in cities where people live, work, raise children, be educated, travel, and play.

In the part of design analysis, I try to explore the most typical open Spaces or functional Spaces that have the potential to be transformed into open Spaces in the environment of the city center of Glasgow, and judge whether they are 

suitable to be transformed into bird-friendly Spaces and which birds and humans are suitable to serve.Thereafter, I selected the Abandoned Dock Area along the Clyde River and its opposite Car Park for the detailed design.Involving 

citizens in decision-making, use and maintenance, as well as increasing public interaction, providing a place for public education, and changing public attitudes towards birds was an important part of the design.To this end, I designed 

a brochure for community residents and bird lovers to introduce my project.

CHAPTER1: BACKGROUND OF GLASGOW 

URBANIZATION SITUATION AND BIRD HABITAT

1.1 DESIGN STATEMENT
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1.2 GLASGOW URBAN OPEN SPACE

As mentioned above, the open 

green space in the city centre of 

Glasgow is cut in fragment. Within the 

Metropolitan Growth Corridor, which 

is planned by the Government of 

Glasgow, there are few large parks or 

gardens, but mainly amenity space.

There also distr ibute some Civic 

Spaces built and restored in recent 

years, as well as many undeveloped 

sites and abandoned sites.

I chose an area near Glasgow City 

Centre and along the banks of the 

River Clyde for further analysis. This 

area contains typical residential types 

within the City, fragmented public 

Space, developing Civic Space, 

and of course abandoned land and 

undeveloped Space.
GLASGOW OPEN SPACE ANALYSIS MAP

zoom in to the local 

territoty
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1.3 LOCAL TERRITORY SENSITIVITY ANALYSIS
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BIRD DISTRIBUTION
1.4 ECOLOGICAL CONDITION WITHIN THE 

TERRITORYAND THE FEASIBILITY OF USING 

MAKING BIRD FRIENDLY OPEN SPACE  

In general,  this  s ite is  a  typical  urban 
ecosystem, with green space between 
buildings and roads, poor ecological diversity 
and low species richness.I divide this area into 
five typical landscape ecosystems, namely, 
the abandoned field dominated by Govan 
Graving Dock and Prince's Dock, and 
Stobcross Rd.Artificial hard functional land 
represented by parking lot and Sec Heliport, 
landscape along the river represented 
by Clyde Bank, and Urban Settlement 
represented by Plantation Community 
District.And smaller urban parks represented 
by the Cessnock Festival Park.Among these 
areas, the distribution of bird species and 
number varies greatly. Of course, park is 
the area with the most bird species, while 
abandoned land and artificial hard functional 
land have the least bird species distribution. 7 8



SITE TYPOLOGY

Realizing that these "unhealthy" ecosystems 

could be improved by creating bird-friendly 

public Spaces, I tried to summarize the 

possibilities for each of the five types of 

landscape ecosystems to be transformed 

into bird-friendly sites to activate ecosystems 

and urban public Spaces.

1.5 Analyze the possibility of transforming 

representative sites into bird-friendly 

Spaces
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C H A P T E R 2 :  D E T A I L E D 

DESIGN IN CHOSEN SITES

2.1 SITE LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS

I chose the artificial hard functional land and abandoned land that 
are in the worst condition of the five landscape ecosystems and 

have great potential for improvement to create bird-friendly urban 

public space.
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2.2 SITE1: STOBCROSS ROAD CAR PARKS EXISTING CONDITION | PLAN

The car park is on the north side of the River Clyde, 

adjacent to the A814 to the north and commercial 

buildings to the east and west.Except for the lawn at 

the entrance, the parking lot is almost entirely paved 

with hard concrete ground, with very low vegetation 

coverage and poor ecological diversity.But with 

Scotland's upcoming ban on the sale of petrol and 

diesel vehicles and a foreseeable reduction in the 

need for car parks in the coming decades, the 

7.6-hectare site has great potential for development.

I'm going to transform the site in two steps, removing 

all the parking space except for the Electronic Car 

Charging Station to create a riverside birding park.
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STAGE1: PLAN BY 2025

Crowne Plaza

Glasgow

SEC Centre

Wildflower Meadows

Distribution Centre Zone

Open Meadows

Wooded Area In the first stage of the transformation, which is 

expected to be completed in 2025, I reserved two 

parking lots, one for Electronic Cars and the other 

for the petrol and diesel cars that have not yet 

been completely "eliminated".To the south of the 

riverside site, it will be completely transformed into 

an ecological park with large wildflower meadows, 

woods and distribution walkways.

2.3 SITE1: STOBCROSS ROAD CAR PARKS
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2.4 SITE1: STOBCROSS ROAD CAR PARKS VISION SHOWING WILDFLOWER MEADOWS
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STAGE2: PLAN BY 20352.5 SITE1: STOBCROSS ROAD CAR PARKS

In the second stage of the transformation, only a 

single electric parking area is left.Another parking 

lot will be used as an urban farming area to provide 

food for both humans and birds, and artificial nests 

will be added, with the expectation that some of 

the land birds that feed on human crops will be 

permanently housed once the design is completed.
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2.6 SITE1: STOBCROSS ROAD CAR PARKS VISION SHOWING FOOD GROWING AREA
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2.7 SITE2: REGENERATING DOCK PARK 

EXISTING CONDITION | PLAN DESIGNED | PLAN

T h e  s e c o n d  s i t e  i s  t h e 

Abandoned Field represented 

by Govan Graving Dock and 

Prince's Dock, on which there 

a r e  m a n y  w e e d s . G o v a n 

Graving Dock, in particular, 

has poor water quality due 

to years of closure.Govan 

Graving Dock has three basins 

that, due to their structure, 

once opened up will become 

a site for waterfowl to visit.

There are many native plants 

g r o w i n g  s p o n t a n e o u s l y 

on Prince's Dock, and the 

ecosystem is repairing itself. 

Therefore, I will gently transform 

Prince's Dock, removing only 

unnecessary invasive plants 

and introducing some plants 

that actively attract birds, 

while preserving the general 

appearance of Prince's Dock.
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2.8 SITE2: REGENERATING DOCK PARK AQUATIC LAB VISION

① Suken Gallery

② Planting Deck

③ Aquatic Lab

④ Cross Basin Bridge

⑤ Open Meadows

⑥ Flowering Port

⑦ Pump House Bird Club

⑧ Floating Plant Deck
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2.9 SITE2: REGENERATING DOCK PARK GOVAN GRAVING DOCK BASIN

DYNAMIC SYSTEM
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2.10 SITE2: REGENERATING DOCK PARK PUMP HOUSE BIRD CLUB VISION
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2.12 AERIAL VIEW OF WHOLE AREA
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