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ABOUT ME

I’m young designer based in Edinburgh, with 
specialisms in Typography, Printmaking, Illustration, 
and Creative Bookworks. I’m interested in research-
based projects with physical outcomes. My work 
tends to be sophisticated, print-based with a high 
attention to detail. I am currently interested in 
graphic design prop making for Film and TV.

sallydelahooke@gmail.com

+44(0) 7583 373 961

@sally.delahooke

www.sallydelahooke.co.uk
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THE SEA, THE SEA

In this project, I took the book ‘The Sea, The Sea’ by 
Iris Murdoch and created a selection of props that 
would be needed if it were to be adapted into a film. 
The props all centre around the main character,
Charles Arrowby, a bohemian, eccentric man who 
retires from his glittering career in the London theatre. 
After buying a remote house on the rocks by the sea, 
he hopes to escape from his tumultuous love affairs. 
However he unexpectedly bumps into his childhood 
sweetheart and sets his heart on destroying her marriage. 
His equilibrium is further disturbed when his friends all 
decide to come and keep him company and Charles finds 
his seaside idyll severely threatened by his obsessions.

The film would be set in the 1970s, on the coast in a run-
down house, Shruff End. The props have been designed 
to be authentic to the time period, based off historical 
research and references.





The Sea, The Sea - 05

Letters and notes play an important role within the story. They are either to or 
from the main character, Charles Arrowby and they help to mark important 
events in the plot, as well as the thoughts and feeling of the different characters. 
Along with writing the different letters, I created the individual post office stamps 
and used apporiate stamps on the envelopes to make them look authentic.



The Sea, The Sea - 06

Not all the props I designed would be used for close 
up hero shots, rather instead they would be used to 
help dress the set and only seen in the background. 
Charles Arrowby has an unusual diet and many of 
the scenes are located in his kitchen, where these food 
items would be seen. The 1970s style of packaging 
helps to create a sense of the time period in which the 
film is set.





The Sea, The Sea - 08
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A Geological Map in the form of an Old Turkish 
Map Fold exploring the style of old topographic 
maps but bringing it into the modern day by 
mapping an interior environment. All the data 
and contour heights are accurate to when they 
were recorded.

GEOLOGICAL MAP 
OF AN UNMADE BED



Geological Map - 11
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My response to the 2021 ISTD student assessment 
scheme ‘Invisible Cities’ brief. The brief was to design 
a new edition, that forms a radical retelling of the 
story; with the typograhy to visually explore each 
of the cities, reflecting their characteristics and 
idiosyncrasies.

INVISIBLE CITIES
BY ITALO CALVINO



Invisible Cities - 14

The design of 
the book brings 

to light the previously
 hidden mathematical 

structure that Italo Calvino 
used to move through the 

different cities and reflects 
the pattern that it makes. 
This pattern is revealed in 

the contents page at the 
start of the book and each 

subsequent page links 
back to it through the 

location of the title and 
page numbers.
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Invisible Cities - 16

The book is printed on semi transparent bible paper, 
allowing a build up of text to be seen through the 
pages. The typography builds up and the cities blend 
together to form the one city in which they are all 
describing, Venice.
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The idea behind this project was to take something 
simple and make it complicated. Nursery Rhymes 
Explained is a series of illustrated books, that take 
well known children’s rhymes into the modern age 
and highlight current issues within them. The first 
book of the series; ‘Doctor Foster went to Gloucester’,
explores the backstory of Doctor Foster, why he was 
travelling to Gloucester and the flash flooding that 
occured there.

NURSERY RYHMES 
EXPLAINED:

DOCTOR FOSTER
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Nursery Rhymes Explained - 19



Nursery Rhymes Explained - 20



Nursery Rhymes Explained - 21
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This hand bound book of Historial Adverts was 
made in response to a 48 hour research trip to 
Lincoln. Whilst I was there, I discovered that the 
city was extremely clean, with no litter, posters or 
anything left behind. Once the people had 
disappeared there was no evidence of them ever 
having been there. This led onto me imagining what 
kind of things people may have left behind in the 
past that could reference the rich history of the city. 

HISTORICAL ADVERTS OF 
LINCOLN 1500 - 1933



Historical Adverts of Lincoln - 23

The adverts are bound within a hard cover and 
protected in a sleeve, referencing the Folio book 
style. The binding of the book allows the adverts 

to be removed and looked at individually.





Historical Adverts of Lincoln - 25

Each advert is made by either screenprinting, etching 
or letterpress and each one references an aspect of 
the city’s history that I discovered whilst I was there.



Historical Adverts of Lincoln - 26



This project was a collaboration with Jazz Binding 
to create something that would make a change. 
Buzzbox is a kit designed specifically for tenement 
flats in Edinburgh and Glasgow. 

Our Mission? 

To increase the amount of pollinators in our 
cities. By increasing the biodiversity of our streets 
we can provide them with valuable food resources 
to help them thrive. 

BUZZBOX
WINDOWBOXES FOR 

SCOTTISH TENEMENT FLATS
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Buzzbox - 28



Buzzbox - 29

Each kit contains a specially designed window 
box with fixtures to ensure it can be used safely 
in tenement flats without causing any damage. 

A recycled plastic watering can and just the 
right amount of compost are also included. 

Buzzbox contains a plantable care guide, printed 
with biodegradable plant based inks on seed paper. 

The seeds are embedded within the paper and will 
successfully grow when planted into the windowboxes. 

The whole care guide can be planted or just the 
specified sections, allowing the user to keep a 

hard copy of the care instructions.




